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Public  Health  Department, 

1,  The  Esplanade, 

Rochester. 

October,  1948. 

To  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Rochester. 
Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services  for 

1947. 

In  presenting  the  Report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  which  I  have 
had  from  my  colleagues  in  this  and  other  Corporation  Departments  and,  from  the 
voluntary  organisations  in  the  district,  who  by  providing  the  essential  data  have  given 
me  most  valuable  help  which  I  appreciate  very  much. 

The  Statistical  Data  is  shown  in  the  body  of  the  Report  and  in  this  preamble  some 
general  observations  are  made  on  those  matters  to  which  I  would  draw  your  initial 
attention. 

Environment  Conditions 

The  immediate  public  health  problems  are  Housing  and  Hygiene.  Houses  are 
being  built  just  as  fast  as  existing  circumstances  permit  but  there  are  the  arrears  of  the 
war  years  to  make  up  and  the  population  in  1947  is  the  highest  on  record. 

121  permanent  and  temporary  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  1947 
(429  in  1946)  and  67  were  erected  by  private  individuals  (17  in  1946)  but  at  this 
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rate  some  years  must  elapse  before  housing  conditions  can  be  considered  satisfactory. 
The  problem  is  aggravated  by  the  existence  of  a  large  number  of  unfit  houses  some  of 
which  require  extensive  repairs  and  many  others  are  beyond  repair.  Furthermore,  slum 
clearance  procedure  is  temporarily  in  abeyance  and  this,  combined  with  the  difficulties 
in  building  more  new  houses,  makes  the  prospect  of  the  immediate  clearance  of  all 
insanitary  property  a  very  real  problem. 

The  hygiene  of  a  community  is  reflected  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  and  in  the 
incidence  of  Enteric  infections  and,  judged  on  these  criteria,  the  general  standard  of 
Hygiene  is  not  as  good  as  it  should  be. 

The  disconcerting  feature  is  the  recent  increase  in  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  the 
majority  of  which  are  due  to  a  bowel  infection  particularly  in  young  children.  The 
increase  is  shown  by  the  following  figures. 


Period 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

1930-1934  (5  years) 

.  6 

1935-1939  („  „  ) 

.  19 

1940-1944  („  „  ) 

.  39 

1945-1947  (3  years) 

.  20 

Total  1930-1947 

.  84 

A  realisation  of  the  fact  that  during  this  same  period  the  combined  mortality  from 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid,  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles,  numbered  54  shows 
that  the  diarrhoea  diseases  at  the  moment  are  an  important  factor  in  mortality  and 
morbidity. 

The  deterioration  in  communal  hygiene  is,  in  part,  due  to  housing  conditions  and 
overcrowding  in  the  homes,  public  places  and  vehicles.  There  are  also  shortages  of 
cleansing  materials  and  clothes  all  of  which  make  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness  more 
difficult  but,  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  greater  attention  to  hygiene  by  the 
individual. 

There  is  another  factor  to  consider.  For  a  variety  of  reasons  many  more  people 
feed  less  at  home  and  more  in  canteen  or  restaurant.  Herein  lies  a  greater  potential 
risk  if  the  hygiene  in  the  handling  or  preparation  of  the  food  is  unsatisfactory,  as  most 
outbreaks  of  "food  poisoning”  are  due  to  an  infected  person  contaminating  the  food 
through  lack  of  cleanliness  in  the  personal  hygiene  of  toilet  and  hands. 

When  meals  at  home  were  the  usual  thing  the  derelictions  of  an  infective  cook 
were  not  likely  to  produce  illness  outside  the  family  circle  but,  food  subjected  to  similar 
contamination  which  is  eaten  by  large  numbers  in  a  canteen  or  restaurant  is  certain 
to  produce  illness  in  many  more  people. 

The  elimination  of  such  outbreaks  of  acute  and  often  dangerous  illness,  be  it  in 
the  family  or  in  the  canteen,  depends  on  meticulous  attention  in  the  practice  of  toilet 
hygiene  by  all  those  preparing  or  handling  food  and  in  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  all  kitchen  premises. 

Storms  and  Flooding 

Two  exceptional  storms  occurred  in  the  district,  one  on  the  27  th  June,  the  other 
on  the  19th  July.  In  the  former  about  lj  inches  of  rain  fell  in  1J  hours  and  during 
15  minutes  over  1  inch  of  rain  fell,  giving  an  intensity  of  over  4  inches  per  hour. 
During  the  subsequent  storm  on  the  19th  July  1.83  inches  fell,  of  which  1^  inches 
came  down  in  25  minutes  which  is  equal  to  an  intensity  of  3|  inches  per  hour. 

Both  storms  were  tropical  in  character  and  the  volume  of  the  water  which  fell 
could  not  be  taken  by  any  normal  stormwater  system. 

These  storms  caused  serious  flooding  in  the  lower  levels  of  the  district  and  less 
serious  flooding  in  scattered  areas  due  to  pent  sewers,  or  gulleys,  blocked  by  washed  out 
garden  or  agricultural  soil. 
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Death  Rate  and  Population 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living  has  fluctuated  between  11.5  and  14.3 
in  the  last  decade.  In  1947  it  was  11.6  as  compared  to  11.4  in  1946.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  were  (a)  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  180,  (b)  Cancer  63,  (c)  Respiratory 
Diseases  49,  (d)  Tuberculosis  All  Forms  23.  The  total  number  of  deaths  was  465  of 
which  68  per  cent,  was  due  to  the  causes  enumerated. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  for  1947  was  39,890  which  shows  an 
increase  of  1,120  on  the  estimated  population  for  1946. 

The  Natural  Increase  in  Population,,  i.e.  the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  was  459- 


Infantile  Mortality.  Stillbirths  and  Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  12 

months  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

The  death  of  61  out  of  every  1,000  children  born  alive  in  1947  shows  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  36. 

The  main  cause  was  the  very  considerable  rise  in  deaths  from  prematurity, 
congenital  defects,  wasting  diseases  and  the  hazards  of  birth,  all  of  which  usually  cause 
death  in  the  first  month  and  are  associated  with  such  ante  natal  factors  as  the  heredity, 
health  and  nutrition  of  the  mother. 

More  than  half  of  the  deaths  in  this  group  were  associated  with  premature  birth. 

There  was  also  a  slight  increase  in  the  deaths  from  infection. 

Stillbirths,  viz.  those  born  dead  after  the  28th  week  of  pregnancy  are  mainly  due 
to  the  same  adverse  ante  natal  factors  which  result  in  death  from  prematurity  and 
congenital  defects  within  a  few'  days  or  weeks  after  birth.  The  stillbirth  mortality  rate 
which  was  approximately  40  per  1,000  total  births  in  the  1930’s  has  fallen  to  an 
average  of  23  per  annum  in  the  past  five  years;  but  on  the  other  hand  deaths  within 
one  month  after  birth  have  increased  from  an  average  rate  of  21  to  28  and  was  in  fact 
34  per  1,000  total  births  in  1947. 

This  trend  of  a  fall  in  stillbirths  with  a  rise  in  neonatal  deaths  (deaths  within 
one  month  from  birth)  may  well  be  due  to  more  children  being  born  alive  who, 
previously,  would  have  been  born  dead,  but  whose  physical  conditions  after  birth  did 
not  enable  them  to  survive  the  first  month  of  life.  In  toto,  however,  the  trend  is 
favourable  as  the  combined  stillbirth  and  neonatal  rate  has  fallen  from  about  60  in  the 
1930's  to  about  50  in  recent  years,  even  when  the  steep  rise  of  neonatal  deaths  in  1947 
is  taken  into  account. 

The  Mortality  Rates  of  the  three  main  categories  of  disease  leading  to  non-survival 
of  viable  children  are  set  out  below. 

Stillbirth  Plus  Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births. 


Category  1. 

1930  to 
1934 

1935  to 
1939 

1940  to 
1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Neonatal  Rate  excluding 

40 

39 

26 

32 

20 

24 

infectious  deaths 

20 

22 

24 

16 

21 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

60 

61 

50 

48 

41 

54 

Category  2. 

” 

~~ 

Deaths  due  to  infection 

Category  3. 

9 

16 

21 

22 

9 

14 

Deaths  due  to  other  causes... 

Total  Rate  Still  Birth  and  Infant 
Death  per  1,000  Live  and 

11 

9 

5 

7 

6 

13 

Still  Births  ... 

80 

86 

76 

77 

56 

81 
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In  1947,  of  the  viable  children  who  did  not  survive,  30  per  cent,  succumbed  to 
stillbirth,  44  per  cent,  to  prematurity,  congenital  deformity,  wasting  and  birth  hazards, 
17  per  cent,  to  infections  and  9  per  cent  to  other  causes. 

The  actual  cause  of  stillbirth  and  neonatal  death  is  not  clear,  but  the  indications 
are  that  in  many  cases  it  is  related  to  nutrition  and  to  the  toxaemias  of  pregnancy. 

Infectious  Diseases 

In  1947  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  assumed  epidemic  proportions.  There  were 
333  notifications  of  measles  of  which  210  occurred  in  January  and  February  when  the 
epidemic  which  actually  began  in  1946  (437  cases)  reached  its  peak.  After  July  there 
were  very  few  cases  of  measles. 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  began  to  rise  in  February  reaching  its  height  in 
June  and  continued  prevalent  throughout  the  year;  244  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  2  deaths,  Measles  1. 

Deaths  from  other  infectious  diseases  in  1947  were:  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  21; 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2;  Pneumonia  24;  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Encephalitis  2; 
Diarrhoea  7. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  at  one  time  produced  a  heavy  sickness  and  mortality 
rate.  In  1947  there  were  51  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  7  of  Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  either  disease  and  since  1939  there  have  been  only 
three  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  two  from  Scarlet  Fever.  In  the  same  period  there 
were  11  deaths  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  Fifty  years  ago  the  corresponding 
number  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  was  44;  Scarlet  Fever  16. 

The  decrease  in  Scarlet  Fever  Mortality  is  associated  with  a  loss  of  virulence  in 
the  infective  germ  and  a  higher  degree  of  immunity  in  the  individual  which  are  natural 
phenomena  developing  through  the  biological  relationship  of  man  and  parasite  over  a 
period  of  many  years  under  the  modifying  influence  of  improved  environment. 

On  the  other  hand  the  fall  of  Diphtheria  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  advances 
in  medical  science,  viz.  the  introduction  of  serum  treament  about  50  years  ago  and  the 
protective  immunisation  of  children  in  recent  years.  The  general  application  of  serum 
treatment  halved  the  mortality  by  curing  the  patient  and,  immunisation  in  protecting 
the  individual  and  thereby  preventing  the  disease,  has  practically  eliminated  it  and  in 
so  doing  has  almost  abolished  death  from  this  cause. 

Seven  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  were  notified,  the  first  in 
June  followed  by  2  in  August,  2  in  September,  1  in  October  and  1  in  December.  There 
were  2  deaths  both  of  which  occurred  in  patients  with  the  bulbar  type  of  disease. 

In  connection  with  treatment,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Orthopaedic  Staff  of  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester.  They  provided  Physiotherapy  at  St.  William’s  I.D. 
Hospital  during  the  infective  phase  and  all  patients  were  eventually  transferred  to  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital  for  any  necessary  orthopaedic  treatment. 

Scabies  has  continued  to  decrease.  Treatment  was  given  to  48  cases  in  1947  as 
compared  to  102,  260  and  456  in  the  three  preceding  years. 

Changes 

An  additional  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  opened  at  Belsey  Hall,  Maidstone  Road, 
in  December  and  has  been  well  attended.  In  the  same  month  an  additional  health 
visitor  was  appointed  to  meet  the  growing  needs  arising  from  the  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  births. 

An  endeavour  to  provide  more  maternity  beds  to  be  used  jointly  by  the  Authorities 
in  the  Medway  area  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  possible  adaptation  of  the  Gravesend 
and  also  the  Rochester  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Court  Lodge,  Cuxton,  was 
investigated  but  insuperable  difficulties  were  encountered. 

A  private  Maternity  and  Nursing  Home  of  18  beds  at  Fontenay,  Watt’s  Avenue, 
Rochester,  was  registered  during  the  year. 
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Bv  an  arrangement  with  Kent  County  Council  dental  treatment  for  mothers  and 
children  was  provided  at  the  School  Dental  Clinic  where  a  whole-time  dentist  is  now 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  all  children  and  nursing  and  expectant  mothers. 

After  many  years  of  valuable  service  two  members  of  the  staff  have  retired.  I 
refer  to  Mr.  S.  White  who  has  been  the  Council’s  Dentist  for  25  years  and  to  Miss  H. 
Tod  who,  as  health  visitor,  served  the  community  for  30  years. 

Conclusion 

Impending  changes  in  administration  have,  during  the  year,  caused  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  work  of  the  Council  and  this,  with  the  demands  of  new  legislation  and 
existing  arrears,  has  made  it  difficult  at  times  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work  in  hand. 
1  am  pleased  to  record  the  excellent  response  from  your  staff  in  dealing  with  the 

additional  work.  ,  ,  _ 

In  conclusion  I  have  again  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee 

for  their  continued  help  and  consideration  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


A.  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  Land  and  Inland  Water  ...  •••  ••• 

Population— Census  1931  ...  31193.  Estimated  R.G.  (middle  1947) 
Number  of  houses  inhabited  (end  1947)  according  to  the  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  representing  a  Penny  Rate 


4,108 

39,890 

12,019 

£290,676 

£1,172 


TOTAL  BIRTHS.  (Live  and  Still)— 947. 

Live  Births.  Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births.  Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living  ... 

TOTAL  DEATHS — All  causes  at  all  ages  ... 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living  ... 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes :  — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 

Natural  increase  in  Population  (Excess  Births 


Total 

876 

48 

22 

1 

M. 

446 

25 

13 

1 

F. 

430  1 
23  f 

9  1 

Total 

924 

23 

23.1 

238 

227 

465 

11.6 

iver  Deaths) 

... 

. 

1 

0 

.  459 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Total  Infant  Deaths 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  - 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

The  Registrar-General’s  Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  is  shown  on  Page  22. 


56 

60.6 

60.5 

62.5 
1 

2 

7 
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The  following  Table  shows  a  comparison  between  the  "rates’’  in  this  district  and 


those  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  under  1 

Live 

Births  rate 

year  per  1,000 

per 

1,000  resi- 

Deaths  per  1,000 

registered  live 

dent 

population 

population 

births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 

20.5 

12.0 

41.0 

47.0 

Towns  including  London 

148  smaller  Towns,  resident  popula¬ 

23.3 

13.0 

tion  25,000-50,000  at  1931 
Census  ... 

22.2 

11.9 

36.0 

London 

22.7 

12.8 

37.0 

ROCHESTER  . .-. 

23.1 

11.6 

60.6 

PRINCIPAL  CERTIFIABLE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  (including  Heart  Disease  and  Cerebral 


Haemorrhage)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Respiratory  Diseases :  — 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  . 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  49 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  ' 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  ...  .  .  23 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  465 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  BIRTH  AND  STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  and  births  per  1,000  persons 
living :  — 

1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947 

Infant  Mortality  ...  43.8  39.1  27.8  40.3  63.7  46.4  75.6  47.0  36.22  60.6 

Birth  Rate .  18.6  18.7  17.4  18.7  20.1  22.0  23.9  22.2  23.49  23  1 

STILLBIRTH  RATE  per  1.000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  ...  24.2 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  Children  Under  1  Year  of  Age 
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Premature  Birth 

7 

5 

2 

2 

— 

16 

i 

— 

_ 

_ 

17 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

2 

— 

-  - 

— 

4 

i 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Marasmus,  Inanition... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Malnutrition 

Congenital  Deformity 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

1 

i 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

— 

4 

3 

— 

11 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Other  causes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

9 

10  13  2  4  3  32  7  9  4  4  56 
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Total 


CHILD  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years  during 


1945  1946  1947 

9  2  5 


NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total  deaths  under  1  month  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  32  (1946 — 20.0) 

Death  Rate  of  children  under  1  month  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  34.6  (1946 — 21.95) 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  IN  WARDS. 
POPULATION.  ROCHESTER  CITY  M  B.  39,890. 


St.  Margaret’s  Ward 
St.  Peter’s  Ward 
Troy  Town  Ward 
St.  Nicholasl  Ward 
Strood  Ward 
Temple  Ward  ... 
Frindsbury  Ward 


No.  of  Births 
113 
193 
121 
95 
191 
141 
70 


924 


No.  of  Deaths 

53 

57 

76 

65 

107 

50 

57 


465 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

1.  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

There  are  15  doctors  resident  in  the  area  who  are  engaged  in  general  medical 
practice  (excluding  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital). 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

All  specimens  are  submitted  to  the  Kent  County  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Maidstone. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  specimens 
the  results. 

submitted  for  examination  and 

Positive  Negative  Total 

Swabs  Diphtheria  Bacilli  ... 

Sputum  Tubercle  Bacilli  (T.B.  Officer  and  General 

3 

208 

211 

Practitioners) 

45 

172 

217 

Swabs  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

16 

105 

121 

Faeces  Dysentery,  Typhoid,  Food  Poisoning  Group 

Food  Stuffs  Food  Poisoning 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

3 

31 

34 

7 

625 

3.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

I  am  indebted  to  Capt.  C.  F.  J.  Hole,  Superintendent  of  the  Medway  Ambulance 
Service,  for  the  following  information :  — 

The  service  which  commenced  on  1st  January,  1947,  covers  the  three  Medway 
Towns  and  comprises  10  vehicles  with  a  staff  of  23.  The  Depot  is  situated  in  King 
Edward  Road,  Rochester. 
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During  1947  the  following  patients 

Rochester 
Chatham  ... 
Gillingham 
Others 


were  carried :  — 
2,110 
2,037 
3,871 
374 


4.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  provided  by  two  voluntary  associations,  one  being  the 
Rochester  Nursing  Association  which  employs  2  nurses;  the  other  the  Watts’s  Charity 
District  Nursing  Service  which  employs  8  nurses. 

The  number  of  patients  attended  by  the  Rochester  Nursing  Association  staff  was 
239  and  the  total  number  of  visits  made  was  6,864.  The  number  of  patients  visited 
by  the  Watts’s  Charity  Nursing  staff  was  409  the  total  number  of  visits  made  during 
the  year  was  24,260. 


5.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  (1947). 


Clinic 
Ante  Natal 


Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 


»  » 

Milk  Distribution 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
Treatment  Centre  for 
Venereal  Diseases 
Orthopaedic; 

Radium  &  X-ray; 

Ultra  Violet  Light; 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Ophthalmic  Clinics. 


Situation 

Strood  Institution  on  Tuesday 
Mornings  and  1st  &  3rd  Friday 
Afternoons 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  on 
Wednesday  Mornings 
St.  William’s  Hospital  on  Monday 
Afternoons 

St.  William’s  Hospital  on  Thurs¬ 
day  Afternoons 

Strood  Institution  on  Tuesday 
Afternoons  &  Friday  Mornings 
Belsey  Hall,  Rochester,  on  Tues¬ 
day  Afternoons 

Corn  Exchange  on  Wednesday 
and  Friday  Afternoons 
At  above  Clinics  and  School 
Clinic 

By  appointment 

13,  New  Road,  Rochester 

36,  New  Road,  Rochester 


Sr.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital 


By  whom  provided 
Rochester  Corporation 

Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 
Rochester  Corporation 

Kent  County  Council 
Kent  County  Council 


Trustees 

Voluntary  Hospital 


6.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES  (1947). 

(a)  Midwives.  The  number  of  Municipal  Midwives  practising  in  the  area  is 
three  and  there  are  five  private  midwives.  Tire  number  of  cases  attended  is  given  in 
the  following  Table  :  -  Cases  attended  as 

No.  of  Midwives  Midwives  Maternity  Nurses 
County  ...  ...  ...  3  404  51 

Independent  ...  ...  5  238  23 

8  642  74 


Total  ... 
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(b)  Admissions  to  Maternity  Hospitals  and  Homes. 


Hospital  or  Maternity  Home  No.  of  Births 

County  Hospital,  Chatham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Canada  House,  Gillingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

County  Hospital,  Pembury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Military  Families  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Rochester  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

22,  Broadwater  Down,  Tunbridge  Wells  ...  ...  ...  17 

Northfields  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

St.  Margaret’s  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

St.  Christopher’s  Maternity  Home,  Chatham  ...  ...  72 

Fontenay  Maternity  Home,  Rochester  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  Maternity  Homes  and  Hostels  ...  ...  ...  14 

Born  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  529 


Total  ...  924 


(c)  Orthopaedic  Treatment.  These  facilities  are  as  set  out  in  the  Annual  Report 

for  1946. 


Services  Provided  During  1947. 

Cases  provided  with  Municipal  Midwives  by  the  K.C.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 

Cases  attended  by  Independent  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 1 

Number  of  children  attended  in  the  home  by  Watts’s  Charity  Nurses  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Home  Helps  were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  89 
Number  of  Domestic  Helps  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  69 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Canada  House  (a)  Privately  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  — 

Number  of  occasions  on  which  a  Consultant  was  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  women  provided  with  medical  ante-natal  or  post-natal  care 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  484 

(b)  by  Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  pre-school  children  referred  to  Hospital  for  special  treatment  ...  21 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  received  dental  treatment  ...  16 

Number  of  pre-school  age  children  who  received  dental  treatment  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  sterilised  maternity  outfits  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Number  of  cases  admitted  to  County  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Number  of  cases  admitted  to  Kent  County  Council  Maternity  Homes  ...  ...  39 


7.  NURSING  HOMES. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  registered  Maternity  Homes,  one  for  four  beds  and  one  which  was 
opened  in  September  for  nine  beds  in  respect  of  maternity  patients  and  nine  beds  for 
general  cases.  These  homes  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Medical  Officer  or  Health 
Visitor  and  the  number  of  patients  admitted  during  1947  was  110  of  which  45  were 
Rochester  residents. 


8.  CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

Details  of  arrangements  for  the  care  of  premature  infants  was  set  out  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1944. 
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9.  CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

Arrangements  made  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  were  shown  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1944,  pages  4,  5,  and  6.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  during  the  year 
was  48,  three  cases  were  given  financial  assistance  under  the  scheme  and  three  were 
admitted  to  day  nurseries  on  application  by  mothers  going  to  work.  Visits  made 
regarding  illegitimate  births  totalled  118. 


10.  DAY-TIME  NURSERIES. 


Particulars  of  the  scheme  for 
1946. 

nursery  provision  is 

set  out  in 

the  Annual  Report 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  as  follows: —  Tr.  ,  _  „  ,,  ... 

Highest  Daily  Smallest  Daily 

Average  Daily  Atten.  exclud.  Atten.  exclud. 

No.  on  Register.  Attendance.  Saturday.  Saturday. 

January 

35 

23 

28 

8 

February 

35 

21 

25 

10 

March 

38 

28 

35 

6 

April 

45 

22 

37 

8 

May 

48 

37 

41 

29 

June 

53 

40 

43 

34 

July 

52 

36 

44 

24 

August 

53 

35 

42 

23 

September 

49 

40 

47 

36 

October 

53 

44 

49 

37 

November 

44 

35 

40 

33 

December 

43 

34 

37 

8 

Four  children  requiring  residential  accommodation  were  admitted  to  the  Kent 
County  Council  short-stay  nurseries  at  Tunbridge  Wells  and  Greenhithe. 


C.  HEALTH  VISITORS'  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1947. 


Kind  of  Feeding 

1.  Entirely  Breast-fed 

2.  Artificially  and  Breast-fed 

3.  Entirely  Artificially-fed  ... 

Condition  of  House. 

1.  Clean 

2.  Fairly  Clean 

3.  Dirty 

4.  Very  Dirty 


Total 

Percen 

558 

53.9 

172 

16.6 

306 

29.5 

1169 

87.1 

129 

9.6 

32 

2.4 

13 

0.9 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  are  the  three  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the 
Local  Authority.  During  the  year  95  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


The  following  notices  were  received  during  the  year :  — 

Reception  of  Foster  Child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Returned  to  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Removed  from  Register — over  9  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Legally  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
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VISITS  PAID  DURING  1947. 


First  visits  to  infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1044 

Subsequent  visits  to  infants  under  l  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  756 

Infectious  Disease  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Ante  Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  155 

Post  Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  303 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Infant  Life  Protection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Children  between  1  and  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3105 

Registered  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Adoptions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  68 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  33 

Miscellaneous  and  ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1280 


Total  ...  7311 


ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  WELFARE  CLINICS,  1947. 


Infants  under  1  year 
Children  between  1  and  5  years  . . 
Nursing  Mothers 
Expectant  Mothers  ... 


Corn 

St. 

Exchange 

William’s 

Strood 

Total 

2240 

2167 

3208 

7615 

533 

457 

2286 

3276 

214 

216 

1949 

2379 

7 

3 

11 

21 

2994 

2843 

7454 

13291 

NUMBER  OF  CLINICS  ATTENDED  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS  =  399 


NUMBER  OF  FIRST  VISITS  TO  CHILDREN 

Under  1  year  of  age 

1  to  2  years  of  age 

2  to  3  years  of  age 

3  to  5  years  of  age 

NUMBER  OF  FIRST  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  745 

Other  children  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  235 


1044 

509 

432 

463 


The  numbers  attending  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  since  their  inception  are  as  follows :  — 


St.  Bartholomew’s 

Strood 

St.  William’s 

Total 

Total 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

New 

Atten¬ 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

dances 

1943 

38 

46 

16 

30 

— 

— 

54 

76 

1944 

81 

279 

123 

386 

— 

— 

304 

665 

1945 

129 

385 

208 

747 

98 

371 

435 

1503 

1946 

155 

592 

287 

1172 

126 

582 

568 

2346 

1947 

139 

433 

271 

1244 

94 

427 

504 

2104 

16 


D.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  1947.  Total  No. 

Total  removed 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Total 

Number  of 

0-5  —  5-15  — 

Cases  in 

15-45  — 

Age  Groups 

-45-65  —  65  + 

Notified  in  to  St. 
each  Locality  William’s 
South  North  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

51 

10 

35 

6 

—  — 

37 

14 

27* 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

3 

2 

2 

—  — 

6 

1 

7+ 

— 

Pneumonia 

90 

21 

21 

22 

19  7 

40 

50 

2 

24 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whoop ’g  Cough 

244 

165 

75 

4 

—  — 

153 

91 

7 

2 

Measles 

333 

179 

151 

2 

1  — 

129 

204 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 
Cerebro  Spinal 

15 

— 

— 

4 

5  6 

9 

6 

1 

— 

Fever 

Ophthalmia 

2 

1 

1  — 

1 

1 

2 

' 

Neonatorum 

Ac. 

2 

2 

— 

- - 

-  - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

7  4  1  2  —  — 

#  4  cases  not  confirmed, 
f  plus  5  cases  which  proved  to  be  non- 

2  4 

diphtheric. 

5 

2 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DIVIDED  INTO  WARDS. 

Troy  St.  St.  St.  Frinds- 

Town  Peter  Margaret  Nicholas  Strood  Temple  bury 


Scarlet  Fever  ' 

6 

24 

7 

— 

4 

7 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

9 

16 

8 

13 

31 

6 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

81 

22 

19 

54 

21 

16 

Measles 

14 

69 

32 

24 

48 

105 

41 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

4 

9 

5 

2 

5 

7 

2 

Other  forms  of  T.B. 

2 

1 

— 

1 

6 

3 

2 

Total  .. 

67 

202 

86 

59 

136 

180 

71 

ST.  WILLIAM’S  HOSPITAL. 

Table  showing  Numbers  and  Types  of  Admissions  during 

1947. 

Other 

Rochester 

Chatham 

Authorities 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

6 

— 

33 

Diphtheria 

12 

5 

1 

18 

Mumps 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

3 

— 

5 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

7 

2 

1 

10 

Streptococcal  Infection 

■> 

y 

— 

1 

4 

Gastro  Enteritis 

1 

2 

1 

4 

17 


St.  William's  Hospital — contd. 


Typhoid 

Rochester 

Chatham 

Other 

Authorities 

1 

Total 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

7 

2 

— 

9 

Others 

2 

3 

4 

9 

Total  ... 

66 

20 

15 

101 

Immunisation  of  Children  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Immunisation  of  children  against  the  above  named  diseases  has  been  undertaken 
at  a  special  immunisation  clinic  held  at  the  School  Clinic  and  the  following  cases  have 
been  protected :  — 

Diphtheria. 

Under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  553 

5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

These  are  primary  immunisation  cases.  After  a  period  of  four  years  from  primary 
immunisation  it  is  considered  necessary  to  follow  up  with  a  secondary  or  reinforcing 
dose — 283  children  received  this  reinforcing  dose  during  1947. 

Total  number  of  children  Immunised  at  any  time  up  to  31.12.47. 

All  ages  .  7,010 

Whooping  Cough. 

81  children  were  vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough  during  1947. 

Disinfestation. 

The  arrangements  for  the  cleansing  of  persons,  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1945,  remain  unchanged. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows :  — 


1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

48 

102 

260 

456 

431 

Bug  Infestation. 

40  infested  houses 

were  dealt  with  during  the  year  by  Sulphur 

dioxide  and  D.D.T. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

1947  1946 

1945  1944 

1943  1942 

Total 

number  of  rats 

destroyed 

1646  1285 

1460  1011 

1226  685 

Total  number  of  mice 

destroyed 

273  1522 

1013  1281 

867  '  773 

CANCER. 

Deaths  1938 — 1947.  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

persons  living 

1938 

37 

34 

71 

1.8 

1939 

28 

34 

62 

1.5 

1940 

34 

40 

74 

2.1 

1941 

33 

28 

61 

1.8 

1942 

35 

32 

67 

1.9 

1943 

26 

28 

54 

1.3 

1944 

42 

38 

80 

2.3 

1945 

33 

25 

58 

1.6 

1946 

36 

36 

72 

1.8 

1947 

32 

31 

63 

1.6 

18 


Treatment  Facilities. 

Modern  facilities  are  available  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  for  the 
treatment  of  Cancer.  There  is  a  plant  for  deep  X-ray  Therapy  and  350  milligrams  of 
radium  are  in  use  at  the  Hospital. 


Cancer  Mortality  According  to  Age  and  Site. 


Q.  1-5 

5—15 

15—25 

25- 

-45 

45- 

-65 

65  + 

Total 

Slte  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  I 

Buc.  Cav.  & 

Oesoph.  Uterus  —  — 

1 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Stomach,  Liver, 

Peritoneum  —  — 

7 

2 

8 

•j 

3 

15 

Intestines,  Rectum  —  — 

-  - 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

7 

2 

9  1 

Female  Genital  Organs —  — 

-  - * 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Breast  *  —  — 

1 

— 

4 

— 

A 

3 

i 

Unclassified  —  — 

4 

— 

2 

1 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  the  Year  1947. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non 

Non 

Age 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

0—  1  ... 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

1—  5  ... 

5—10  ... 

— 

1 

3 

3 

3 

—  — 

1 

1 — - 

10—15  ... 

— 

1 

3 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

15—20  ... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1  1 

1 

— 

20—25  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

25—35  ... 

2 

8 

— 

— 

1  3 

— 

— 

35—45  ... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3  3 

— 

— 

45—55  ... 

4 

— 

1 

— 

4  1 

— 

- — 

55—65  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

15 

19 

11 

4 

10  11 

2 

— 

1  case  of  Pulmonary  and  1  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  not  notified 
prior  to  death. 


Notifications  of  Death  were  Divided  as  Follows  :  — 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . . . 
Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis 


Average  for  the  preceding  5  years 
1947  . 


South 

14 

2 

Respiratory  T.B. 
Notified  Died 
48.6  24.8 

34  21 


North  Totals 

7  21 

—  2 

Non-respiratory  T.B. 
Notified  Died 

13.2  64 

15  2 


The  following  information  has  been  courteously  supplied  by  Dr.  Price,  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  for  this  District :  — 

Particulars  of  patients  from  the  Rochester  District  who  were  dealt  with  at  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Rochester,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 
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New 

Patients 

Def,  T.B. 
Non-T.B. 


Totals 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Totals 

Adults 

Children 

Adults  Children 

Adults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

17 

16 

1 

1 

1—74 

18  16 

8 

5 

89  103 

50 

28 

17 

16 

1 

1 

1—74 

107  119 

58 

33 

Attendances  —  1306. 

Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1947  :  — 
County  Hospital,  Lenham  ... 

Keycoi  Hill  Sanatorium 
County  Hospital,  Chatham  ... 

London  Chest  Hospital 

Kettlewell  Hospital,  Swanley 

Alexandra  Hospital,  Luton  ....  ...  ... 

County  Hospital,  Orpington 

Royal  Seabathing  Hospital,  Margate 

Papworth  Hall 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Home 

Cranbrook  Convalescent  Home 

Brompton  Hospital,  London 

King  George’s  Sanatorium,  Liphook 


6 

2 

8 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total  ...  30 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Sessions  are  held  at  rhe  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  36  New  Road,  Rochester,  on 
Mondays  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  on  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  and  new 
patients  are  seen  at  any  time  the  Clinic  is  open.  This  information  is  made  known  by 
means  of  posters  and  leaflets,  and  through  the  various  other  clinics,  doctors  and  nurses. 

The  Clinic  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Kent  County  Council  and  is  conducted 
by  E.  E.  Prebble,  Esq.,  M.D.  It  serves  a  considerable  area,  and  the  following  details  refer 
only  to  patients  from  the  Rochester  District. 


New  Patients.  Rochester. 

Male  Female 

Total 

Syphilis 

8 

8 

16 

Soft  sore  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

17 

5 

22 

Non-venereal 

24 

18 

42 

49 

31 

80 

Total  number  of  new 

patients  from  all  districts  served 

436 

Total  attendances  of  Rochester  patients  ... 

...  •  1194 

Total  attendances  of  patients  from  all  districts 

5842 

Sy.  Gon 

Total  Number  of  Patients  Treated  with  Penicillin  ... 

135  119 

254 


Discharges  from  all  Districts  Served. 
Discharged  cured :  — 

Syphilis 
Soft  Sore 
Gonorrhoea 
Non-venereal 


72 

3 

128 

275 
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Defaulted  Before  Final  Test  of  Cure. 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defaulted  Before  Completion  of  Treatment. 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

E.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER. 

(i)  The  Corporation  Water  Works  for  the  supply  of  the  Strood  area  on  the  North  of 
the  River  Medway.  The  source  of  this  water  supply  is  from  wells  in  the  chalk  in 
Strood,  to  which  was  added  in  1942,  an  additional  supply  from  deep  chalk  wells  in 
Cuxton. 

(ii)  The  Chatham  and  District  Water  Company  which  supplies  the  rest  of  the  City  to 
the  South.  This  supply  is  drawn  from  wells  in  the  chalk  and  green  sand. 

Both  supplies  are  treated  by  Chlorination. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Rochester  Corporation  Supply. 

Chatham  &  District  Supply. 

Total. 

Raw  Water 

41 

— 

41 

Treated  Water 

7 

24 

31 

48 

24 

72 

In  addition  there  were  6  chemical  analyses  of  the  Rochester  Corporation  raw  water 

supply. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  on  the  chemical  analysis  of  untreated  water 
taken  from  the  Rochester  Corporation  supply. 


Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54.5 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.6 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .75 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0036 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27.0 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33. 5 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Appearance  in  2  ft.  tube  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clear 

Smell  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Sediment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  water  is  supplied  direct  to  all  houses. 

SWIMMING  POOL. 

During  the  bathing  season  the  water  in  the  Swimming  Pool  is  frequently  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  Pool  which  is  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  gives 
good  bacteriological  results,  the  water  being  filtered  and  chlorinated  continuously. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

During  1947  ninety-one  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  City  Surveyor.  Refuse  is 
collected  once  a  week  and  at  the  present  time  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  on 
Temple  Marsh.  Salvage  is  also  collected  once  weekly. 


F.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER 


M. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  238 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

2.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

6.  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

11.  Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  ...  ...  — 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

14.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...-  ...  1 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

16.  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

17.  Aneurysm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

19-  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

21.  Other  respiratory  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

24.  Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ..i  ...  ...  — 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc.  ...  15 

32.  Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

33.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■  ...  2 

34.  Other  violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

35.  Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Special  causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Polioencephalitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year : 

Total  .  30 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  29 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 


F. 

227 


1 


11 


31 

2 

27 

61 

4 

8 

9 

1 

1 

2 


2 

5 

1 

17 

24 

2 

7 

11 


26 

24 

2 
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Causes  of  Death — cont. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births : 

Total 

.  471 

453 

Legitimate 

.  446 

430 

Illegitimate 

.  25 

23 

Stillbirths : 

Total 

.  14 

9 

Legitimate 

.  13 

9 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

— 

POPULATION  . 

.  39,890 

G.  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Rochester. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen: 

I  beg  to  submit  my  ninth  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  City. 

Complaints. 

1,742  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  1,543  in  1946. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  the  total  of  3,712  were  effected  under  the  Inspectors’ 
direction  and  supervision  throughout  the  year.  The  details  of  the  various  repairs,  etc., 
carried  out  are  given  in  the  following  list :  — 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Houses  partly  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  429 

New  ventilated  soil  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  ventshafts  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  apartments  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  provided  with  pans  and  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Urinals  constructed  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Flushing  apparatus  and  water  supply  provided  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  5 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  inspection  chambers  and  covers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dangerous  cesspools  filled  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Water  tests  applied  ...  ...  171 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  ...  68 

Miscellaneous. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  of  brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  92 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 
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M I SCELLANEOUS — contd. 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Dangerous  walls  reconstructed  or  under -pinned  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yard  paving  repaved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Lighting  of  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ventilation  to  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Steam  outlets  provided  in  scullery  wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  361 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  (Council  Houses  9;  Private  Houses  31)  87 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  932 


Total  ...  3712 


Notices  Served. 

Informal  notices  issued  (written  and  verbal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1491 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1262 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  300 

Demolition  Orders  Made. 

The  following  houses  were  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  under  Section  11,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  during  the  year  :  — 

8,  12,  and  14,  Alma  Place,  Strood. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

1,973  loads  were  pumped  from  cesspools  in  the  City  as  against  2,405  in  1946. 

Verminous  Dwellings. 

87  rooms  in  40  houses  were  subjected  to  disinfestation  treatment  for  the  destruction 
of  vermin.  In  all  cases  the  premises  were  treated  by  thorough  spraying  with  D.D.T. 

Food  Inspection. 

1,176  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  various  premises  associated  with  the 
sale  and  production  of  food.  Of  this  number  716  were  visits  to  the  Government 
Slaughterhouse  in  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  examining  carcases,  etc.,  at  the  time  of 
slaughter.  The  number  of  carcases,  etc.,  examined  during  the  year  was  7,747  as 
compared  to  6,459  in  1946.  The  inspection  work  necessitated  much  additional  evening 
and  Sunday  duty  for  the  Inspectors. 

The  premises  at  which  all  slaughtering  is  carried  on  were  closed  from  the  1st 
January,  1947,  until  27th  April  1947,  for  the  purpose  of  reconditioning,  etc.,  following 
a  representation  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  the  matter. 
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The  following  tabulated  statement  indicates  the  kinds  of  carcases  inspected  and  the 
number  found,  upon  inspection,  to  be  diseased  or  unsound. 


Cattle  ex¬ 
cluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1801 

681 

1103 

4158 

4 

Number  inspected  ... 

1801 

681 

1103 

4158 

4 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

8 

23 

3 

35 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

663 

208 

7 

241 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

37.2696 

33.92% 

0.91% 

6.64% 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

18 

37 

4 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

235 

253 

2 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

14.05% 

42.58% 

0.54% 

0 

0 

The  total  amount  of  all  foods  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound  during  the  year 
weighed  46  tons  10  cwts.  1  qr.  9  lbs.  This  amount  was  made  up  as  follows,  and  the 
details  of  the  unfit  food  surrendered,  are  shown  on  pages  . 

Diseased  or  Unsound  Meat  ...  44  tons  4  cwts.  2  qrs.  9  lbs. 

Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  2  tons  5  cwts.  3  qrs.  0  lbs. 


60  Carcases,  etc.  of  cows 


14  „ 

5  J 

„  steers 

12  „ 

„  heifers 

7 

» 

„  calves 

35  „ 

>5 

„  sheep 

24  Fore-quarters 

of  cows  . 

4 

„  heifers 

6 

„  steers  . 

3 

„  mutton 

Food  Condemned. 

.  (37  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  12  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dropsy  and  Emaciation,  9 
Dropsy  and  Emaciation,  1  Septicaemia, 
1  Extensive  bruising) 

.  (8  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  1  Septicae¬ 
mia,  1  Ill-bled  and  Fevered,  2  Johne’s 
Disease,  2  Putrefaction) 

.  (Generalised  Tuberculosis) 

.  (4  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  2  Immatur¬ 
ity,  1  Peritonitis) 

.  (26  Dropsy  and  Emaciation,  7  Putre¬ 
faction,  1  Caseous  Lymphadenitis,  1 
Fevered) 

.  (22  Tuberculosis,  2  Extensive  bruising) 

.  (Tuberculosis) 

.  (5  Tuberculosis,  1  Extensive  bruising) 

.  (2  Extensive  bruising,  1  Pleurisy) 
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Food  Condemned — cont. 


299  bovine  heads  and  tongues 
1030  „  livers  . 


394  „  lungs  . : . 

38  cows’  udders  . . 

153  bovine  stomachs,  intestines,  mesen¬ 
teries,  etc . 

4  calves’  livers  . 

26  sheep’s  plucks  . 

149  sheep’s  livers  . 

517  lbs.  of  beef  . 

7  lbs.  of  mutton  . 

116  lbs.  of  ice-cream  . * . 

148  lbs.  bacon  . 

8  lbs.'  ham  . 

1006  eggs  . 

60  lbs.  cheese  . 

1303  tins  liquid  milk . 1 . 

490  lbs.  wet  fish  . 

322  lbs.  smoked  fish  . 

246  tins  fish  (salmon,  pilchards,  etc.) 
237  tins  meat  (corned  beef,  luncheon 

meat,  sausage  meat,  etc.)  . 

911  tins  vegetables  (beans,  peas,  etc.) 
89  tins  soup  . 

57  lbs.  sweet  confectionery  . 

315  lbs.  sugar  . 

15  lbs.  tea  . 

9  lbs.  butter  and  margarine  . 

2  jars  meat  paste  . 

97  lbs.  dried  fruit  (prunes,  peaches)  ... 

173  tins  fruit  (plums,  peaches,  etc.)  ... 
4  tins  fruit  pudding  . 

28  lbs.  tomatoes  . :... 

3  tins  lambs’  tongues  . 

4  tins  spaghetti  . 

47  packets  cake  flour  . 

59  lbs.  macaroni  . 

3  packets  suet  . 

58  lbs.  flour  . 

50  lbs.  rolled  oats  . 

10  lbs.  biscuits  . 

24  lbs.  fruit  cake  . 

29  packets  custard  powder  . 

22  packets  wheat  flakes  . 

13  packets  semolina  . 

33  jars  horseradish  cream  ....' . 

21  tins  preserves  . 

136  jars  fish  spread  . 

16  lbs.  fish  galantine  . 

42  fish  cakes  . 

143  jars  preserves  . 


(272  Tuberculosis,  27  Actinomycosis) 

(51  Tuberculosis,  785  Flukes,  93  Ab¬ 
scesses,  93  Cavernous  Angioma,  3  Fatty 
Degeneration,  4  Necrosis,  1  Melanosis) 
(393  Tuberculosis,  1  Melanosis) 
(Putrefaction) 

(147  Tuberculosis,  6  Johne’s  disease) 

(2  Parasitic,  2  Abscesses) 

(Parasitic) 

(Parasitic) 

(58  lb.  Bone  taint,  162  lb.  Tuberculosis, 
297  lbs.  Bruising) 

(Putrefaction) 

(Putrefaction) 

(Unsound) 

» 

» 

» 

H 

» 

» 

» 

>» 

» 

» 

»> 

>* 

1) 

» 

» 

» 

» 

» 

» 

>» 

»> 

» 

» 

» 

>» 

» 

Glass  splintered 
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Milk. 

88  visits  were  paid  to  the  4  cow-keepers’  premises  and  the  14  retail  dairies  in  the 
City  throughout  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection  and  the  taking  of  milk 
samples. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Milk. 

17  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk,  and  5  of  non-designated  Raw 
Milk  from  producers  premises,  together  with  5  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteur¬ 
ised)  Milk  from  a  retailer’s  premises  in  the  City  area  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  examination.  2  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  Milk  did  not  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tions)  Order,  1936. 

Ill  samples  of  heat-treated  milk  from  the  licensed  dairy  in  the  City  area  and 
from  supplies  treated  outside  the  area,  were  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year 
for  subjection  to  the  Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  tests.  The  results  are  given 

below :  — 

Phosphatase  Test  Methylene  Blue  Test 

102  samples  passed  96  samples  passed 

9  samples  failed  15  samples  failed 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  local  herds  and  from 
milk  supplied  to  schools  for  examination  as  to  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  the 
milk.  In  each  case  the  biological  test  carried  out  in  the  County  Laboratory  proved  there 
to  be  no  evidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  milk  submitted. 

Water. 

78  samples  of  drinking  water  and  20  of  swimming  bath  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  during  the  year.  Fuller  details  in  connection  with 
the  water  supplies  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Ice  Cream. 

Following  the  introduction  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations, 
1947,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1947,  samples  of  Ice  Cream  to  the  total 
of  23  were  submitted  for  examination  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  are  as  follows :  — 


Grade 

1 

2  samples 

II 

10  „ 

III 

8  „ 

IV 

3  „ 

Other  Specimens. 

The  following  specimens  were  also  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  :  — 

Dried  Milk  Powder  Smoked  Herring  Spread 

Vinegar  Empty  Milk  Bottles — following  cleans¬ 

ing  and  prior  to  being  filled  with 
milk 


Bakehouses. 

22  visits  were  paid  to  the  bakehouses  on  the  Register  and  the  premises  proved  upon 
inspection  to  be  kept,  generally,  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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Food  and  Drug  Sampling,  1947. 

167  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  His  reports  are  summarised  under:  — 


Article  No. 

Aspirin  Tablets  ...  ...  2 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  1 

Boracic  Ointment  ...  ...  4 

Broth  ...  ...  ...  1 

Camphorated  Oil  ...  ...  2 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coffee,  Ground 

Dessert  Mould  ...  ...  1 

Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Paste  ...  ...  ...  5 

Flour  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gravy  Powder  ...  ...  1 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  2 

Jam  .  1 

Lemon  Curd  ...  ...  1 

Liquid  Paraffin  ...  ...  1 

Macaroni  ...  ...  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  2 

Meat  Pies  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk,  Liquid  (including 

sterilised  milk)  ...  ...  82 

Milk,  Dried  ...  ...  4 

Milk,  Tinned  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mustard  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pickles  ...  ...  •••  2 

Pudding  Mixture  ...  ...  1 

Sal  Volatile  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sausage  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sweet  Confectionery  ...  ...  3 

Soups  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vinegar 

Zinc  Ointment  ...  ...  4 


167 


Adulterated  or 
Genuine  Deteriorated 

2  — 

1  — 

4  — 

1  — 

2  — 

2  — 

3  — 

7  — 

1  — 

1  — 

5  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

1  — 

—  1 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

2  — 


80  2 

4  — 

1  1 

5  — 

1  1 

1  — 

4  1 

4  5 

3  — 

2  — 

7  — 


4  — 

156  11 


The  whole  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  samples  stated  by  the  Analyst  to  be  adulter 
ated  or  deteriorated  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  for  consideration  and  th< 
action  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Result  of 

Sample  No. 

Article. 

Analysis. 

Action  taken. 

8 

Sausage  Meat 

Deficient  in  meat 
content. 

Warning  to  vendor  con¬ 
cerned  and  facts  reported 
to  the  Food  Executive 
Officer. 

9 

33  » 

33 

33  >3 

13 

33  33 

33 

33 

73 

Lemon  Curd 

Contained  mould. 

Stocks  withdrawn. 

74 

Evaporated  Milk  Clotted  and  slightly 
sour. 

33  35 

87 

Pickles 

Contained  1,450 

parts  per  million 
Benzoic  Acid. 

Whole  stock  withdrawn. 

88 

Milk 

6  %  added  water. 

Letter  of  warning  to  vendor. 

101 

Milk 

15%  added  water. 

Informal  Sample. 

Follow-up  sample  taken  on 
following  morning  by 
County  Authorities,  found 
to  be  genuine. 

129 

Sausage  Meat 

* 

Deficient  in  meat 
content. 

Letter  of  warning  to  vendor. 

136 

»  » 

33 

Warning  to  vendor  and 
facts  reported  to  Food 
Executive  Officer. 

147 

Sal  Volatile 

Deficient  in  ammonia. 

Informal  sample.  Follow¬ 
up  sample  taken  in  1948. 
Letter  of  warning  to  ven¬ 
dor  and  manufacturers. 

Factories  and  Work-Places. 

194  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  factories  and  work-places 
in  the  City  during  the  year.  The  number  of  defects  found  at  the  premises  visited  was 
66,  of  which  25  were  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health  (including 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS). 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

63 

63 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

129 

129 

15 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

2 

2 

Total 

194 

194 

25 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

4 

_ 

1 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

_ 

_ 

___ 

_ ___ 

_ 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

4 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

17 

11 

1 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

27 

8 

• 

4 

Total 

66 

26* 

4 

5 

*  This  includes  defects  found  in  1946  and  remedied  in  1947. 


3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

« 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect.  110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutic 

|  Making,  etc. 

Wearing 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Apparel  Cleaning  & 

'  washing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Much  co-operation  is  given  your  Inspectors  by  H.M.  Factory  Inspector  and  his  staff, 
who  are  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  workers  at  factories  where  mechanical  power 
is  used,  and  I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  for  this  help  and  co-operation. 


Disinfection. 

120  rooms  were  disinfected  by  Formaldehyde  fumigation  after  infectious  disease. 
This  number  includes  39  rooms  disinfected  after  removal  or  deaths  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis. 
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Disinfection — contd. 

33  loads  of  bedding  were  removed  from  premises  for  the  purpose  of  steam 
disinfection  or  destruction,  as  against  34  in  1945. 


Rodent  Control. 

Total  number  of  premises,  lands,  etc.,  inspected  and  treated  during  the  year  170 
Number  of  sewer  manholes  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  (Ministry  of  Food  formula)  ...  ...  1215 

Actual  bodies  recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  431 

Mice: 

Number  of  mice  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 


In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  operations  carried  out  following  complaints  and 
routine  inspections  of  premises,  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year.  Of  the  209  sewer  manholes  baited  5  only  revealed  the  presence  of 
rats.  The  necessary  poison  treatment  was  applied  in  the  areas  affected. 


Summary  of  Inspections. 

Primary  Inspections  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act)  ...  ...  964 

Re-Inspections  .  .  ...  3059 

Caravans  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Drainage  surveys  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  1141 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

„  „  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

„  „  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  716 

„  „  Other  premises  for  food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

„  „  Cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

„  „  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

„  „  Stables  and  mews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

„  for  food  sampling  and  testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

„  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

„  for  water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Overcrowding  Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Shops  Acts  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Explosive  Act  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Petroleum  Act  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  (primary  and  treatment,  etc.)  2560 
Visits  in  connection  with  serious  flooding  following  heavy  storms  in 

Summer  of  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1029 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1548 


Total  ...  12,480 


In  conclusion  I  beg  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  for  their  support,  and  to  Dr. 
Murray  and  other  Departmental  officials  for  the  assistance  and  co-operation  afforded  me  at 
all  times. 

I  desire  also  to  record  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  staff  in  the  Department  for 
their  loyal  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  BARTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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h.  PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  1947 

I.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year 


TABLE  A. 


o 

a 

H 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected  by 
the  M.O. 

Number  Inspected  by 

the  P.H.I. 

Number  reported  to  be 

defective 

Number  of  vessels  on 

which  defects  were  reme¬ 

died 

Number  on  which  de¬ 

fects  were  found  and 
reported  to  Ministry  of 

Transport  Surveyors. 

Number  reported  as 

having  had  infectious 

disease  during  voyage. 

a  (  Steam 

65  1 

113184 

9 

56 

10 

9 

1 

Nil. 

|  Motor 

84  / 

— 

75 

6 

6 

— 

Nil. 

S  1  Sail 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Nil. 

^  l  Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Nil. 

Total 

149 

113184 

9 

131 

16 

1 

Nil. 

SI  (  Steam 

360 

200311 

1 

2  OS 

65 

62 

3 

Nil. 

S  1  Motor 

457 

71570 

2 

447 

44 

44 

— 

1 

8  I  Sail 

21 

1346 

— 

21 

3 

3 

— 

Nil. 

(2  l  Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil. 

Total 

838 

273227 

3 

776 

112 

109 

3 

1 

Total 

Coastwise 

987 

386411 

12 

907 

128 

124 

4 

&  Foreign 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  230  river  and  estuarial  craft  inspected. 


TABLE  B. 

II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  During  1947. 

The  passenger  traffic  of  the  Port  is  confined  entirely  to  day  trips  between  this  Port 
and  other  British  seaside  resorts. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports.  Wood  pulp,  Coal,  Timber,  China,  Clay,  Stone,  Gypsum,  Crude 
Oil,  Fertilizers,  Grain,  Cattle  Food,  Seeds  and  Kernels  for  making  cattle  cake,  Maize, 
Potatoes  and  Flour. 

Principal  Exports.  Cement,  Cattle  Cake,  Vegetable  Oil,  Plaster  Boards  and  Scrap 

Iron. 

(c)  Countries  with  which  the  Port  principally  Trades. 

Scandinavia,  Germany,  Holland,  Belguim,  Canada,  West  Indies,  West  Africa,  and 
Mediterranean  Ports. 

The  principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  are:  London,  Tyne  Ports, 
Middlesbrough,  Hartlepool,  Blythe,  Keadby,  Goole,  Seaham  Harbour,  Ipswich,  the 
Scottish  East  Coast  Coal  and  Stone  Ports  and  the  Cornish  Stone  and  China  Clay  Ports. 
Vessels  arrive  in  ballast  from  many  British  Ports  to  load  cargoes  of  Cement. 
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Number  and  Nationality  of  Vessels. 

British  ...  664  Swedish  ...  16  German  ...  12 

Dutch  ...  174  Finnish  ...  13  Polish  ...  1 

Danish  ...  20  Norwegian  6  Greek  ...  1 

III.  Source  of  Water  Supply 

1.  (a)  For  the  Port. 

There  are  two  sources.  The  south  side  of  the  River  is  supplied  by  the  Chatham 
and  District  Water  Company,  the  North  Side  by  the  Strood  Water  Works  which 
is  the  property  of  the  Rochester  Corporation. 

(b)  For  Shipping. 

The  supply  is  from  the  same  source. 

2.  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes.  Precautions  Taken  Against  Contamination. 

The  majority  of  filling  points  are  standpipes  and  taps,  but  at  the  few  points 
where  hydrants  are  in  use  the  system  of  concrete  drainable  pits  and  porous  pits 
render  direct  contamination  unlikely.  The  necessity  for  washing  the  connections 
before  coupling  up  the  hoses  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  people  concerned.  It  is 
the  usual  practice  to  take  in  the  supply  of  boiler  water  before  filling  the  drinking 
water  tanks  and  this  ensures  that  the  hoses  are  well  flushed  before  the  supply  of 
drinking  water  is  taken  on  board. 

3.  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  Their  Sanitary  Condition. 

There  is  one  water  boat  for  supplying  shipping.  This  craft  is  of  recent 
construction  and  when  fitting  out  the  advice  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  was 
sought  by  the  owners  and  the  suggestions  made  were  followed. 

The  tanks  are  separate  from  the  hull  and  can  be  lifted  out  for  examination  and 
repair  when  necessary.  The  design  is  such  as  to  allow  easy  cleansing  and  cement 
washing  and  a  power  pump  is  installed  to  pump  the  water  aboard  vessels  being 
serviced. 

IV.  Port  Health  Regulations  and  Port  Health  Amendment  Regulations,  1945 

See  pages  30,  31  and  32  of  my  Annual  Report  for  1945. 

TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Landed  from  Vessels. 

No.  of  cases  Average  number  of 

Disease  during  the  year  No.  of  Vessels  concerned  cases  for  previous  5  years 

Passengers  Crew 

Paratyphoid  —  1  1  Less  than  1 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Occurring  on  Vessels  During  the 
Voyage  but  Disposed  of  Prior  to  Arrival. 

No.  of  cases  Average  number  of 

Disease  during  the  year  No.  of  Vessels  concerned  cases  for  previous  5  years 


V.  Measures  against  Rodents 

1.  Steps  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  Ships  in  the  Port.  The  query  as  to  the  presence  of  rats  on  board  is  made 
to  the  Master  or  Officer-in-charge  on  all  vessels,  Foreign,  Coastwise  or  Rivercraft,  by 
the  Port  Health  Inspector  when  boarding. 

Deratization  certificates  are  examined  in  the  case  of  vessels  carrying  such  certificates 
and  the  crews  are  questioned  as  to  the  presence  of  rats  in  or  about  their  quarters  and 
store  rooms  and  other  possible  harbourages  are  examined  for  rat  traces. 


33 


Due  regard  is  given  to  the  trade  in  which  the  vessel  is  engaged  and  it  is  a  routine 
measure  in  the  case  of  ships  from  places  where  Plague  is  endemic  to  attempt  to  obtain 
specimens  of  rats  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Foreman  stevedores  have  been  made  aware  of  the  significance  of  the  finding 
of  numbers  of  dead  rats  and  have  been  requested  to  report  the  matter  without  delay. 

Attention  is  given  to  small  rivercraft  such  as  barges,  etc.,  which,  either  regularly  or 
periodically,  take  on  cargoes  direct  from  ocean  going  vessels  from  tropical  ports  and  the 
masters  are  informed  of  the  possibility  of  rats  from  such  vessels  being  taken  on  board 
with  the  cargo.  The  masters  of  such  craft  are  asked  to  keep  any  rats  they  may  catch 
on  board,  in  such  cases  where  this  may  be  practicable,  so  that  they  may  be  subjected  to 
bacteriological  examination. 

(b)  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  etc.  These  places  are  examined  from 
time  to  time  in  order  to  discover  infestation.  They  are  included  in  the  block  control 
carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Officer  for  the  City  who  spends  part  of  his  time,  as  necessary, 
on  the  Port. 

The  principal  warehouses  and  mills  carry  out  a  routine  rat  service  either  by  men 
detailed  by  the  owners  for  this  duty,  or  by  rat  servicing  firms. 

In  addition  to  rats  trapped  on  board  vessels  from  suspected  Ports,  specimens  from 
the  near  vicinity  of  the  Port  are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  as  a  matter  of 
routine. 

2.  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  Rats  from  Ship  to  Shore. 

Except  in  special  circumstances  no  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of 

rats  from  ship  to  shore. 

The  larger  vessels  from  tropical  ports  discharge  their  cargoes  into  lighters,  etc., 
while  moored  out  in  the  stream  and  the  usual  precautions  such  as  beams,  lighted  and 
painted  gangways  are  impracticable.  In  the  majority  of  cases  access  to  the  ship  is  by 
rope  ladder  which  is  hung  clear  of  the  craft  alongside. 

3.  Methods  of  Deratization. 

(a)  Rochester  is  not  an  authorised  Port  for  the  issue  of  Deratization  or  Deratization 
Exemption  Certificates  but,  in  cases  where  deratization  is  necessary,  traps,  sulphur  dioxide, 
varnish  boards  or  poisons  are  the  methods  employed  by  the  Port  staff.  Fumigation  by 
H.C.N.  is  carried  out  by  fumigating  firms  specialising  in  this  type  of  fumigation. 

Where  Deratization  or  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  are  required  arrange¬ 
ments  to  supply  these  have  been  made  with  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority  under 
Article  4  of  the  Port  Health  Regulations. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  Vicinity  of  Docks  and  Quays.  Trapping  and  poisoning 
are  the  methods  principally  in  use. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships  and 
Ashore. 

Ships.  Enquiry  is  made  of  officers  and  crew.  The  usual  rat  traces,  droppings, 
gnawed  woodwork,  body  smears  on  paint  and  small  openings  affording  passage,  etc.,  are 
looked  for,  particularly  in  storerooms.  In  practice  it  is  found  that  crews  complain  of  the 
presence  of  rats  without  any  leading  questions. 

Cargo  workers  are  questioned  as  to  rats  or  rat  traces  they  may  have  seen  while 
working  the  cargo.  When  a  vessel  is  under  observation,  holds,  lifeboats,  etc.,  etc.,  are 
inspected  for  rat  traces. 

Ashore.  Buildings  are  examined  for  the  usual  rat  traces  and  evidence  of  gnawed 
sacks  and  traces  of  feet  or  tails  in  dust,  etc. 

5.  Rat  Proofing. 

New  buildings  are  built  on  rat  proof  lines.  Old  buildings  are  not  and,  where 
possible,  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  them  by  zinc  lined  grain  rooms  and 
expanded  metal  to  openings  where  practicable. 


34 


RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1947. 
TABLE  E. 

On  Vessels. 


Number  of  Rats. 

Brown  ...  ...  ...  2 

Black  ...  ...  ...  — 

Species  not  recorded  ...  — 

Bacteriologically  examined  2 

TABLE  F. 

In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 

Number  of  Rats. 

Brown  ...  ...  ...  31) 

Black  ...  ...  ...  16  >  Dealt  with  by  Rodent  Officer. 

Species  not  recorded  ...  298  I 

Estimated  killed  by  warehouse  owners  ...  404 

Bacteriologically  examined  16 

TABLE  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  "Infected”  or  "Suspected" 
Vessels,  or  Vessels  from  Plague  Infected  Ports  arriving  in  the 

Port  during  the  Year. 

Two  vessels  from  "  suspected  ”  ports  arrived  during  the  year,  but  no  rats  were 
found  on  board. 

TABLE  H. 

Deratization  and  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates 
During  the  year  2  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  were  issued  through  the 
.London  Port  Health  Authority. 


VI.  Hygiene  of  Crew  Space 


TABLE  I. 

Defects  of 

Structural 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 

Nationality 

No.  inspected 

original 

defects  through 

other  conditions 

of  Vessel 

construction 

wear  and  tear 

prejudicial  to  health 

British 

664 

9 

45 

105 

Other  Nations 

243 

— 

3 

20 

VII.  Food  Inspection 

1.  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937;  The 
Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926;  and  the  Public  Health  (Preserva¬ 
tives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1940;  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
(Section  39). 

136  Cargoes  of  Flour,  Grain,  Ground  Nuts,  Barley  and  Potatoes  were  examined. 
One  cargo  of  bagged  potatoes  contained  a  high  proportion  of  rotten  potatoes.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  with  the  local  Ministry  of  Food  representative  for  sorting. 

2.  Shellfi  sh. 

The  Shellfish  layings  in  the  River  Medway  are  controlled  by  the  Medway  Shellfish 
Regulations,  1936.  The  Regulations  prohibit  the  exposure  for  sale  of  Medway  shellfish, 
other  than  periwinkles,  unless  they  are  relaid  in  approved  waters  or  passed  through  a 
cleansing  plant. 
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Periwinkles  are  gathered  for  sale,  but  the  trade,  however,  is  not  large.  Mussels  are 
not  gathered  owing  to  the  expense  involved  in  sending  them  away  for  relaying.  During 
the  war  years  when  the  closing  of  the  coastal  beaches  caused  a  shortage  of  bait  in 
various  fishing  ports,  a  fair  amount  of  mussels  were  collected  as  bait  and  sent  to  one 
or  two  fishing  ports.  This  practice  has  been  discontinued  since  the  coastal  beaches  have 
been  opened. 

Messrs.  Tabor  breed  oysters  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Medway  and  these  are  sent 
to  the  firm's  grounds  at  Brightlingsea  for  relaying  and  to  the  Brightlingsea  Cleaning 
Plant  for  cleansing. 

Medway  shellfish  are  not  sent  direct  to  any  market. 

The  Layings  from  which  Shellfish  (specifying  the  kinds  of  Shellfish 

WHICH  MAY  BE  MARKETED  IN  THE  DISTRICT)  ARE  DERIVED. 

Sources  of  local  supply  of  Oysters  and  Mussels  are  Whitstable  and  Billingsgate 
Market.  No  shellfish  are  imported  into  the  Port  either  from  Overseas  or  British  Ports. 

3.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  submit  any  samples  of  food  for  either  bacteriological 
examination  or  analysis  during  the  year. 

VIII.  Other  Information 

Arrangements  with  the  London  Port  Health  Authority  still  exist  whereby  cases  of 
dangerous  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Port  of  Rochester  may  be  admitted  to 
Denton  Hospital  at  a  fee  of  four  guineas  per  week,  the  transport  to  be  provided  by  the 
Rochester  Port  Health  Authority. 

Psittacosis  Regulations. 

Prohibition  to  land  notices  were  given  in  respect  of  three  paraquets. 

1.  Canal  Boats. 

There  are  no  canal  boats  operating  within  the  boundary  of  the  Port.  Shallow 
draft  motor  coasters  with  their  lowering  masts,  motor  barges  and  lighters  can  proceed 
many  miles  above  Rochester  Bridge  and  these  vessels  now  handle  the  trade  once  carried 
by  canal  boats. 

2.  Provision  for  Cleansing  and  Disinfecting  Verminous  Persons. 

The  steam  disinfector  at  St.  William’s  Hospital  is  available  for  disinfecting  clothing 
and  the  cleansing  station  at  Gun  Lane,  Strood,  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Port  for  the 
treatment  of  persons. 

3.  General  Sanitary  Work  of  the  Port. 

(a)  The  Port  Health  staff  consists  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  Port  Health  Inspector 
and  a  Boatman,  the  latter  assisting  in  fumigations  and  any  other  work  arising  from  Port 
Health  administration. 

(b)  A  motor  launch  is  provided. 

(c)  Apart  from  the  routine  trapping  and  bacteriological  examination  of  rats  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  take  any  further  action  with  regard  to  vessels  from  "Infected”  or 
"Suspected"  Ports.  Two  such  vessels  arrived  during  the  year. 


4.  Cases 

of  Sickness. 

The  following 

cases  occurred :  — 

Paratyphoid  . 

.  1 

Venereal  Disease 

4 

Mental 

.  1 

Ear  Affection 

1 

Impetigo 

.  1 

Shock  following  accident 

1 

Eczema 

.  1 

(man  paid  off  and  sent  home) 

Scabies 

.  3 

•  • 

1  case  was  sent  to  hospital  for  observation. 
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Cases  of  a  minor  character  were  advised  to  obtain  medical  treatment  where  this 
appeared  to  be  advisable. 


5.  General. 

Mosquitoes. 

Anti-mosquito  measures  have  been  carried  out  on  the  local  marshes  under  the 
direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector. 

Various  pools  and  permanent  collections  of  water  other  than  on  the  marshes  have 
been  treated  where  necessary  and  practicable. 

Port  Fishery. 

The  duties  of  port  Fishery  Officer,  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  as  a  war-time  measure  and  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health  Inspector,  are  still 
being  carried  out  by  that  Officer. 

Details  of  the  nature  of  the  duties  was  given  in  the  Report  for  1946. 
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